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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, October 26, 2021, at Olmsted Falls City Hall 

26100 Bagley Road – Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Council President Paul Stibich called the meeting to order at 

7:30 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Jennifer Jansen, Jay McFadden, Cornel Munteanu, 

Yvonne Buchholz, and Brian Chitester were present.  Lori Jones was excused.  

 

Also, in attendance:  James Graven, Mayor, Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director, Matt Sheehan, Fire 

Chief, Odis Rogers, Police Chief, Joe Borczuch, Service Director, and Cory Swaisgood (via Webex), 

Finance Director.  Audience: 5.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Mr. Munteanu moved to approve the minutes from the Council Work Session of October 12, 2021; 

Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of October 12, 2021; 

Mr. Munteanu seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to approve the minutes from the Council Work Session of October 21, 2021; 

Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays; 1 abstain (Munteanu). Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda  

Ms. Buchholz moved to amend the agenda to include Resolution 55-2021 under New Business; Mr. 

McFadden seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments  

Mayor Graven stated that our cash balance is approximately $2.3 million as of today and our 

unencumbered balance is $1,841,000.  He would like to remind everyone that these totals do not 

include the federal ARPA funds.  If you notice Fund 146 holds the American Rescue Plan Act funds 

and is separate so the cash balance in the General Fund of $2.3 million does not include ARPA funds, 

if those were included the balance would be $2.7 million.  

 

We received our Census Bureau report including the population changes from 2010 to 2020. He 

forwarded the report to the Council President who did send it to the rest of Council.   

 

He attended a meeting with the United States Secretary of Labor Martin Walsh who stated that the 

over $1 trillion infrastructure bill would benefit Ohio in many key areas. A large portion of the 

money will go towards infrastructure and the secretary said that the money will go towards roads, 

bridges, and clean water.  Hopefully we will be able to receive more federal money for our roads.   

 

He spoke with Congressman Anthony Gonzalez’s office last week and our $1.8 million dollar grant 

application was one of only 10 projects out of 150 that were picked so we are still in the running 

which is good news.  We were very fortunate to be chosen since they only choose 10 out of 150.  The 
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Congressman is continuing to fight for our project, and we are still in the running. The application 

will be going go through the United States Senate and was inserted into an appropriations bill.  He 

will keep Council posted on any new develops concerning this grant.  He would like to commend the 

City Engineer, Don Sheehy, Tom Jordan and Joe Borczuch for all their hard work in applying for this 

grant.  They do a great job obtaining grants for the city.  

 

As many of you know last Wednesday there was a Norfolk Southern train that blocked all four 

crossings for over five hours.  We have had this problem for decades.  He remembers in high school 

summers when he was a garbage collector back in 1978 and 1979 there were problems with stopped 

trains.  He wants everyone to know that we are working to remedy this problem. Over the past three 

years we have cited the railroads 157 times and commends the police department for their hard work. 

Over the three years with 157 citations, we collected only $28,000, which is a drop in the bucket for 

the railroads. Over the past 12 months there have been 61 citations issued. He has been working on 

this problem for over seven months. On March 30, 2021, he sent a letter to the Federal Railroad 

Administration and would like to read part of that letter. “Dear Mr. Bose - The City of Olmsted Falls, 

Ohio has four (4) grade crossing of the Norfolk Southern Railroad which have been improved by the 

addition of gates and lane blocks. Our main thoroughfare is Ohio State Route 252 which runs 

north/south. Too often these Norfolk Southern tracks obstruct automobile vehicular passage of more 

than one grade crossing for hours at a time. We are aware of the power of the Federal Government 

and the Federal Railroad Administration to say that Interstate Commerce takes precedence. Yet only 

Olmsted Falls residents are penalized many times by blocked crossings.  Additionally, neighboring 

community residents are also delayed by blocked passages. If you multiple this by hundreds of cars 

per hour with all the traffic that has to turn around and find other crossings and all the slowed 

business in the center of Olmsted falls this creates a lot of problems. I respectfully request that you 

consider a solution to find a way that Norfolk Southern trains can move all the way through Olmsted 

Falls or stop prior to our town on longer stretches through a rural area when it is stoppage that is not 

related to breakdown.  Please advise if there are any reasonable solutions.”  Unfortunately, they have 

not provided any reasonable solutions.  For this reason, he is asking Council to support his resolution 

in support of House Bill 361, which proposes a $5,000 fine for a first violation and a $10,000 for 

subsequent violations.  He has also spoken to State Representative Tom Patton and State Senator 

Matt Dolan. He knows that Tom Patton strongly supports H.B. 361, and Senator Dolan is also 

looking at it.  He respectfully requests that Council vote yes on Resolution 54-2021.  

 

In the near future he will be recommending legislation for a Storefront Renovation Rebate Program. 

The 2021-2022 Storefront Renovation Rebate Program is designed to assist business owners in 

Olmsted Falls with improving their storefronts and correcting any exterior code violations.  A 50% 

rebate for all exterior renovations of any commercial building within the city. The applicant can be 

any business owner or commercial property owner; here will be a limit of a $5,000 rebate per 

building. The process of Storefront Renovation Rebate Program is available to any business in the 

city; the applicant will complete a OFSP application; business owners may apply with the approval of 

the property owner. All improvements must address the publicly seen sides of the building.  He thinks 

this is an important project to help our business owners and again he will introduce that legislation at 

the next meeting.   

 

Lastly, he has some good news; we found out at the last minute recently that we can get a great deal 

on a brand-new ambulance and the fire chief will address this later. He respectfully requests that 

Council support Resolution 55-2021. We can get a new ambulance for approximately $273,000. He 
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told Council two weeks ago that we wanted to earmark approximately $300,000 for a new ambulance 

so we will be getting a great deal.  

 

Mr. Stibich indicted that Ms. Jones is not feeling well and will not be in attendance this evening and 

is excused.  

 

Communications from Residents  

 

Donna McCaffery, 26150 Raintree Blvd., stated that wants to talk again about tax abatement.  What 

she understood from the last meeting that Council was interested in the city Income Tax and it was 

coded, Mr. Stibich stated that he was interested in two people income to collect the city income tax 

and asked if that was true.  Mr. Stibich replied that he stated that a lot of the new homes will be 

occupied by two income families.  Ms. McCaffery stated that city income tax goes into the General 

Fund, our school system doesn’t receive any funds at all from that.  Mr. Stibich replied that was 

correct.  Ms. McCaffery stated when we receive 250 or more children going into our school system 

where are we going to put them.  Mr. Stibich replied that would be a question for the school board.  

Ms. McCaffery stated that is the school board problem; no, it is her problem.  Mr. Stibich replied that 

he is not sure if 250 is accurate.  Ms. McCaffery stated that they will have to add onto every building 

in the system for more room for these children.  The money will come from taxpayers, which is her 

and her neighbors.  They will have to have a new school levy, my system just went up over $200 now 

its going to go back up for the reappraisal, she will soon be taxed out of her home.  She is a widow, 

raised her own child by herself and paid for his tuition, she believes that these people should either be 

paying taxes on the school system should be separate from the somehow, they should be paying for 

the school system one they should either be paying tuition or something.  She feels that she is not 

wanted because she is a retiree and she doesn’t have a working income to pay into city tax, so you 

practically said we don’t want you here.  She has been looking for places to move to but every place 

that she finds doesn’t live up to what she has.  She has been on the board of directors for her 

condominium association for over 20 years, due to that she has worked with the people on her board 

to keep our monthly fees down, we only pay $160.00 a month, other places she has looked at are over 

$200 a month. She needs to stay in her home, she needs Council to abolish this or do something about 

this and they have to pay taxes as well as she does, they are their children, not hers.  She feels that she 

has a right to stay in her home as a senior citizen, we need your help too.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated that this is not 100% tax abatement; these homes will be paying 50% of the taxes 

on the new construction. These new homes will be more than twice the value of the average home in 

Olmsted Falls so the taxpayers in these new homes will be paying at least the same amount that the 

average tax payer in Olmsted Falls pays for real estate taxes and that includes the schools.  So, they 

are not paying nothing for the schools, they are paying quite a bit.  Lastly, you are wanted in this 

community Ms. McCaffery, and he knows that she has been very active with parks and rec in the 

past; she has given a lot of time and energy to the city and it is appreciate and he does not want her to 

feel that she is not wanted.  Ms. McCaffrey stated that 50% of her taxes go into the school system.  

Mr. Stibich replied that the schools are the largest portion of our real estate assessments.  Ms. 

McCaffery stated that we encourage people by having good park system, good recreation you don’t 

need to give them tax abatements, they come here for the school system and what we have for a 

recreation program.  
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Linda Garrity, 9066 Millstream Circle, stated that she is also here again to talk about the tax 

abatement.  She stated that she feels the need to clarify things because of all the comments she has 

been seeing online and she has been hearing people talk about.  If you go back to the adoption of the 

Master Plan, the plan in itself you could call a vision, a very broad description of where the city could 

head in the next 10 years.  There was never any binding legislation attached to the master plan and 

there was never any monies allocated to the master plan.  She knows that the Mayor previously said 

that she voted for it, she did not vote in 2016 for any money or any legislation the only thing she 

voted for was a broad description, a vision statement.  Unfortunately, its like 190 pages.  Mr. Stibich 

stated that she is correct there was a lot of ideas that were put together.  Ms. Garrity stated that she 

would like to read some of those ideas.  Some of the other things the master plan discussed, other 

than page 122, they talked about traditional neighborhoods and she remembers the discussion, it also 

talked about the attraction of small business development, unique boutiques, rezoning to allow for 

bed and breakfast, it talked about trails that connect to the Metropark, showcasing the green houses in 

the city for festivals, it talked about adding light industry, commercial, dealing with the missing 

sidewalk structure that would help the city more walkable, hiring an economic development director, 

in the absence of a merger with the Township, a joint service study, shared parking areas for 

downtown to promote business and the last thing she will mention is under the new housing, and as 

she said there were eight total broad topics, this addresses what Ms. McCaffery was mentioning, a 

greater choice of housing, people such as young professionals, millennials, empty nesters, young 

people just starting out, smaller housing.  She just felt the need to review that.   

 

She stated that what brought her here two meetings ago, and she is still not comfortable but wants to 

know how this was initiated, who brought it forward.  In other words, who said out of 190 pages that 

the topic on page 122 would be what we would move forward with, she doesn’t understand it.  The 

original legislation was initiated by the Mayor and Council.  Not to be funny, but when you woke up 

that day was the wind blowing to the east; what happened that brought that particular CRA 10 year 

abatement at 50%, where did it come from, it had to come from somewhere.  Mayor Graven replied 

that he knows that it was himself and 100% of Council supported it and there were no complaints, at 

that time.  He agrees that we have to look for smaller housing.  The home he purchased is half of the 

size of Ms. Garrity’s as he downsized and is now living in a smaller home.  He agrees that we have to 

have all different kind of housing from big four-bedroom 2500 square foot homes like hers, and 

smaller ones like his 1500 square feet that is why we look at all options.  We welcome everyone and 

want to keep our retirees. We just got our census back and we lost 4.9% of our population next to 

Cleveland and one other city we had the biggest loss. So, we want to keep our seniors as they have 

worked hard all their lives and they don’t pay income tax anymore. He believes the Council President 

stated at the last meeting that he wants to also bring in younger families that are paying income tax so 

we can have a broad mix of older and younger people to keep the city moving forward.  Mr. Stibich 

stated that the population decrease really worries him.  He has not studied the statistics but it does 

seem to him that there are more retirees in the city than previously, empty nesters, children leaving 

the home and he thinks if we are going to continue to grow especially knowing that we don’t have 

any huge businesses in our city like Berea who has the Browns and Baldwin Wallace, or North 

Olmsted who has a boat load of retail businesses which we do not have here. Mayor Graven agrees 

with Ms. Garrity; once he heard from a lot of residents he found that a majority were against it and 

that is why back in May and June he introduced legislation to remove the abatement for new 

residential like Ms. Garrity and Ms. McCaffery there are a lot of citizens who are against the 

abatement for new residential; he listened to them and is why he introduced the legislation.  But as 

Ms. Garrity knows because she was on Council for many years, he does not get a vote it’s up to 

Council. Mr. Stibich stated that the abatement is here; builders and individuals have relied on it and to 
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get rid of it at this point would be disastrous for us as the builders would sue the city which we 

discussed at previous meetings.  It would be financially very hard on the city if we tried to get rid of 

this and it would end up getting reinstated by the courts; our law director explained the case law to us 

and it is very much in favor of the builders; perhaps in the future we could set a deadline.  Ms. Garrity 

stated that was going to be her next question.  Mr. Stibich stated that a lot of that is going to depend 

on the builders; maybe we can introduce legislation that will allow them to build out their 

developments and not allow others to get the abatement; but right now is not the time to do away with 

the tax abatement it would be disastrous for the city.  Ms. Garrity stated that she understands the 

predicament the city is in. She sees people on Facebook asking about real estate and they will name 

all the areas in the township; is there for a house for sale in Woodgate because people, in her opinion, 

want to pay the least amount of taxes that they have to.  

 

Mr. Bemer stated that this is a never-ending conversation. He recollects that we did have an 

Economic Development Director and she stayed with us for about a year and he believes she was part 

of the initial conversation about tax abatement there was some issues that come up regarding 

competition and if we wanted to compete with Avon and North Ridgeville for new housing or 

businesses because they have tax abatement but we didn’t. That was a significant impetuous and 

when Tom Jordan came in as our consultant, he also was an advocate because in order to grow the 

business community you have to have the residents. We went through labor relations last year and 

had a consultant out of Akron who presented an interesting calculation, which was this dependency 

ratio, which is how many working households support non-working households. Usually, you look 

for somewhere in the area of a 50/50 composition; ours was a 72%/28% composition. Which means 

28% of the households are supporting 72% of the households that were not income producers. That 

was one of the triggers that was an astounding figure and then when we got our census. We were 

initially told that we would be down about 3% but when it came from the Secretary of State we were 

almost down 5% and we were the third, Cleveland, East Cleveland and Olmsted Falls and that is 

alarming. It is a competition how do you grow your community and maintain the base of services if 

you are depleting your income source. When he came in with Jim Graven there was a senior center, 

but it seemed like it was not as good as it could be. Now his home community is Rocky River and 

without telling a whole lot it is considered one of the top three senior centers in the state; so we 

looked to see how we model that with the limited resources and it was a public/private partnership. 

We saw what Donna Winter was doing next door so we contracted with her in order to enhance the 

programming at the senior center; so if you think the attitude of this administration was such that we 

really didn’t care about the seniors we wouldn’t have put the effort in to sit down with Ms. Winter 

and bring in another social worker from Westlake to enhance the programming for seniors. Is it as 

good as we hope it would be, of course not, and we are working on that. The point is that this 

community and this administration and City Council certainly support all aspects and all populations. 

This wasn’t a blind issue that was decided without involving the schools; we had the superintendent 

here before any decisions were made and he understood the issues and there is certainly enough 

building to support an increase in population; the schools do their own studies as he was a school 

board member for 12 years and they have all kinds of projections and it has to do with the birth rate 

and people moving in and seniors getting older so they have that understanding. He thinks the 

Council President made a very cogent point; and he does not know what Ms. McCaffery’s home is 

worth but in all likelihood if it is of the average price these new homes will be be double the average 

price; which means they are going to be paying exactly the same amount of real estate taxes that the 

existing residents pay and in 10 years they are going to be in for maybe a rude awakening because 

they are going to add that additional 50% of the appraised value so the schools are going to get  a 

huge windfall. Another thing, and this has to do with the township and the city; if there was a merger 
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it would be a significant project and process; you would have in the area of about a 32,000 population 

city and when you have population you draw businesses and retail but if you don’t have the 

population or losing your population you will have a hard time drawing any business in. The 

township pays 8.5 mills more in real estate taxes than the city. A hypothetical figure is if an average 

household was $60,000 in income and they became an income tax city every household would save 

$400 a year on their real estate tax by the transfer of the 8.5 mills to the 1.5 mill of income tax.  He 

stated that this was not done blindly for the sake of raising money; yes, we need to raise money to 

maintain the same level of services and hopefully expand those services. He knows Joe Borczuch 

would love to have a bigger crew, Chief Rogers would love to have a couple of more officers and 

maybe support personnel and Chief Sheehan is getting a new ambulance, so he doesn’t know if he 

needs anything else.  With growth there are always issues that come up.  He calls Olmsted Falls an 

emerging community because it certainly is emerging; you will always keep your beau colic 

atmosphere and park system because you have such wonderful rivers and tributaries all over the place 

and that kind of idyllic environment is really welcoming. At this point it looks like there certainly is a 

capacity to grow and add a couple more developments. The whole point is when you look at all these 

things like how do you draw businesses; how do you address the loss of income and population; how 

do you maintain your level of services; or how do you continue to serve both the seniors and the 

middle income producers as well as young families; you do what you can to add people into the 

community. He does not remember his source but when you look at the census in 2006 it was said 

there were 10,000 residents in Olmsted Falls and now, we are at 8,582 that is a significant decrease. 

What do you do with that let’s see what we can do to draw new people and people love new housing; 

if we can attract residents that are contributors and that is not a denigration of the seniors because 

most of the volunteers around are seniors, then we would have a really solid mix and we would be on 

our way to maintaining what we can in terms of providing your citizens with what every citizen 

deserves.  

 

Ms. Garrity thanked him for the information which brings up a point about the township; is there any 

progress at all in talks with the township, even as the master plan talked about consolidating services 

or a merger. Mr. Stibich stated that the Township has gone to the Strongsville Dispatch which was a 

big savings to the city, so they have finally gone along with combining safety services. He does not 

know that there has been any serious talk about a merger, but it seems like it never moves forward. 

Mayor Graven stated that when COVID started he and the Fire Chief attended a meeting with the 

township and he suggested looking at a joint task force to help with COVID but the trustees were not 

interested. Mr. Stibich stated that we do have agreements for mutual aid. Mayor Graven stated that as 

far as a merger you know better than he does when they wanted to even have a study it was voted 

down. Mr. Stibich stated that Ms. Garrity knows the procedure for merging which is you have to 

both, the township and the falls, agree to a study and we can’t even agree to have a study; it was put 

on the ballot years ago and it didn’t pass and it seems that the residents of the township are the ones 

who are not interested so there really no talk about a merger.  

 

Ms. Garrity stated that she would like to one ask Council and the Mayor, and understands if we took 

the abatement away now in the middle we would open ourselves up to litigation, but has there been 

any discussion on where the cap is; in other words, how many properties will receive this tax 

abatement, is this like 20 years from now we will still be giving abatements; where is the cap or the 

time period; can we initiate a stop date. Mr. Stibich stated that would be something for the next 

council to consider because we are not going to change anything by December 31st but maybe the 

new council can tackle that question as it does seem to make sense to have some kind of end date or 

limit. The question is what is reasonable and acceptable to the affected parties, in particular the 
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builders that have relied on this in making their developments. Mayor Graven stated that he thinks it 

could be ended as soon as they those who would be grandfathered in. He knows that he and council 

do not want the city to get sued so he would work with the next council on a plan where we can, in a 

timely manner, end the abatement but also not have to worry about getting sued. He is sure that the 

law director could look into that early next year.  Mr. Bemer stated that is probably going full circle 

to the master plan; he cannot recall if the charter review is every six or eight years.  Ms. Garrity stated 

that she was trying to remember when you have the charter review committee.  Mr. Bemer stated that 

he could look it up; usually it is between six and ten years; its goals and aspirations; what do you 

want to do with your community. Basically, say let’s form a committee and take a look at other 

vacant properties that are still available for development. He knows that we have a guy who is the 

service director and people think he is the guy who clumps muddy boots into city hall but he is really 

impressed with what he has been doing which is looking at properties that go to tax foreclosures 

because we have the option to put them into our land bank and Mr. Borczuch has been tremendous at 

being on top of all these issues; should we these properties because of the potential for development 

as most of them are vacant; some could be landlocked or not have utilities or any infrastructure; but 

he takes these up with an eye towards can sell them and we have sold some properties to generate 

some income; or for a potential of development. He believes that along with Mr. Borczuch and 

probably our city engineer and administration we could take a look around and point to the areas that 

are still open for development and what that potential is. He stated that North Olmsted grew in leaps 

and bounds and Avon is growing is like wildfire, their schools have projected to double their 

population in 10 years and they have all kinds of great housing, big houses and new houses, but in 

that 10 years half of those kids are going to be going to school in trailers because the infrastructure 

doesn’t keep up with the population growth. He does not want to be denigrating to any of the city 

fathers but that is something that should hopefully be looked at whether they will outgrow themselves 

and North Olmsted did that 40 years ago and boy their retail is just booming but he avoids Lorain 

Road like the plague because of all the traffic and headache. Now, North Olmsted has also figured out 

that they need to cut back a little bit. Again, you have these city leaders, and you learn by experience 

and by watching other communities and what have they done good and what they have done not so 

good and you try to take those lessons imply them to your home base and hopefully the city leaders 

here will do the same thing.  Mr. Stibich stated that speaking of North Olmsted, they offer 75% tax 

abatement for new residential so our neighbor to the north is willing to offer a bigger break than we 

are offering.  Ms. Garrity stated that she thinks they can offer 75%. Another point is there a grasp on 

what number of new homes we are going to attract before police or fire say we need more personnel 

and what is that number.  Mr. Stibich stated that we have asked them with the new developments on 

the books do they need anything more to service the city knowing that we will have these other areas 

of residents and, if he’s wrong, he asked them to tell him, they all said that they can handle the 

additional residents, homes and streets with the equipment and staff that they have now.  Mr. 

Borczuch stated that he thinks most of us would be able to do the job that needs to be done as it is 

right now but thinks that most of us unfortunately are still understaffed because we have been 

understaffed.  Mr. Stibich stated that we will go through the budgeting process in the next month or 

so and he is sure the department heads will come up with their wish list for staffing. In the past they 

have told us and have had to cut back that wish list in order to stay within the budget.  He stated that 

god has blessed us and the budget cuts that were made and the belt tightening that was done has paid 

off; as the mayor pointed out our cash position is in good shape with the General Fund and we should 

be able to put some money in a reserve fund for contingencies, a rainy day fund, which we 

established earlier this year.  
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Ms. Garrity stated that in closing she wants to say that she realizes this doesn’t affect the city but as a 

property owner paying school taxes, and she does not think anyone here can guarantee that with this 

influx of children the school isn’t going to come out with a levy that will ultimately increase her taxes 

and that’s why she’s worried.  Mr. Stibich stated that we know in the past the schools have often 

come to us for increases and most often they get approved by the voters. Even if we didn’t have these 

developments being built he believes the schools would still be coming to us to ask for more money 

mainly because the dollars they raise from the levies are fixed and when inflation kicks in and with 

the contract negotiations the teachers get raises, the administrators get raises, they need to upgrade 

facilities, it doesn’t meet their budget and the revenues they take in are not enough to cover those 

expenses so they come and ask for more, it happens, it seems every other year. Mayor Graven stated 

that the law director was a part of the meetings, and the schools were invited and were told everything 

before the city even made a move and they had no objections all.  Ms. Garrity stated that she is 

fearful that the reason they had no objection was because they know the minute this influx of children 

happens, they will come out with a new levy. That does not affect the city, as far as the income tax, it 

just raises the property taxes. Mr. Stibich stated that he thinks they knew they were going to be 

getting 50% on a high value house and they felt that would be enough, but he cannot speak for them 

because they did not go on the record saying why. Mayor Graven stated that our fellow citizens 

supported the levies and did not do that unilaterally.  Ms. Garrity asked if the city could consider a 

cap or stop date, she thinks that would at least make a few people more comfortable. Mr. Stibich 

stated that he believes she is right. Mayor Graven indicated that it was a good point.  

 

Approval of Bills: 
Mr. Munteanu moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2021-20; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.   

 

Officials Reports: 
 

Odis Rogers, Police Chief – No Report 

 

Joe Borczuch, Service Director  

Mr. Borczuch stated that they are busy picking up leaves and have both of the trucks back from 

repairs.  Mr. Stibich stated that fortunately the leaves are dropping late.  Mr. Borczuch replied that it 

is going to be snow and leaves again this year.  

 

He stated that he also has some asphalt work to finish up hopefully next week when the rain ends.  

We will then be picking up leaves full time after that.  

 

He stated the Columbia Gas is completing a gas main repair project on Lewis Road, north of Bagley, 

they will replace the gas main all the way to Water Street.  He knows that there has been a leak by the 

railroad tracks for he believes a year and a half or two years.  This repair will hopefully take care of 

that issue.  

 

Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief  

Chief Sheehan apologized for the lateness of Resolution 55-2021.  He has been trying to entertain 

ambulance companies to come in and show demos and models, Burgess was one of the first 

companies to come in. The other bid Council has is from PFUND Superior Sales, which is also 

known as Lifeline. This proposal kind of fell into our laps yesterday which is why it was presented to 
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Council in such a short time. What happened was that Burgess made a mistake, they built two 

ambulances when they should have only built one for someone that requested an ambulance. It just so 

happened that the 2nd ambulance that was built was almost identical to what we had requested. If you 

look at the fifth paragraph it states “all new units are covered under standard road rescue warranties. 

Delivery of this unit will be within 90 to 120 days” which is pretty good. When we originally asked 

for a quote it stated delivery of this unit will be 310 to 240 days after the receipt of the chassis, the 

minimum time to get a chassis is nine months. The other bid from PFUND stated that the delivery 

times would be approximately 190 days after receipt of a chassis at the lifeline factory from Ford 

Motor Company; if you look at the quote it states that it is a 2023 Ford so they weren’t even giving us 

an idea of when we would get the chassis. The firefighters who were on duty the day Burgess came 

out, and we happened to have 1/3 of our full-time crew, they got an opportunity to drive this Ford 550 

diesel vehicle. They thought it was a very good vehicle with very good turning radius, a lot of power, 

plus it’s six-wheel drive. He understands that this is a lot of money, but the mayor did meet with 

citizens who indicated that safety vehicles were important.  He hopes that Council will consider and 

adopt Resolution 55-2021 tonight.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated that this is the Chief’s recommendation and is a good deal. It is what the city needs 

and the price is right. Chief Sheehan replied yes.  

 

Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director (via Webex) 

Mr. Swaisgood stated that as we get into the budget season, he would like to mention that the city is 

currently in good financial position; looking as early as this morning, the cash balance is still sitting 

just under $2.3 million dollars and income taxes are still coming in strong which is a good sign for 

the city. The General Fund cash balance does not include the federal ARPA funds that were received. 

As you know that is accounted for in a separate fund which is even a better outlook for the city 

looking at the rest of the year and into the future.  

 

He does want to mention that he did speak with Ms. Buchholz regarding setting some finance 

committee meeting dates for budget hearings in the middle of November. He will be scheduling them 

for November 16, 18, 30 and December 2nd.  The last one is only if necessary as he does not plan on 

meeting on that date unless absolutely necessary.  Mr. Stibich asked if the meetings would be at 7:30.  

Mr. Swaisgood replied that he has them scheduled for 6:30 p.m.   

 

Mr. Stibich stated that there are many reasons why our cash balance is good, among them being the 

contribution from the COVID funds that we received this past year absorbing some of the costs and 

we sold property which helped but mainly it’s been through sound financial management and asked if 

that would be Mr. Swaisgood’s opinion as well.  Mr. Swaisgood replied that he would agree 

especially as you look at revenue over expenditures for this year. The CARES Act money came in 

2020 and although that helped in 2020, seeing the outlook in 2021 where revenues are exceeding year 

to date expenditures he thinks shows a great sign of fiscal responsibility here in the city especially 

over the last four years.  

 

Councilman Jay McFadden, Ward I – No Report 

 

Councilwoman Yvonne Buchholz, Ward III  

Ms. Buchholz stated that Fall-O-Ween took place this past Sunday at Grand Pacific Junction.  The 

entire park board worked really hard to put this event together; Amy, Tom, Tom’s Wife who also 

handed out candy, Dave Buchholz, and Bill Eichenberg.  A special thanks to John Laurel at Grand 
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Pacific Junction for working with Amy to put on this event.  She stated that he was delighted with the 

turnout and said we would do this event again next year.  

 

Ms. Buchholz stated that she will not attend the next Council meeting on November 9th.  

 

Councilman Brian Chitester, Ward IV  

Mr. Chitester indicated that he will not attend the second meeting in November as his brother will be 

in town for the holidays.   

 

He stated that he lives in a development that has been under construction since the 1960’s as his 

neighbors were the first to develop the property; they then sold the property to a couple different 

developers. He just got a chance to watch the last two properties get developed in the last 9 or 10 

months. He stated that one of the reasons for the residents moving here was the abatements. They 

were considering Ridgeville, Columbia Station and the Township but took advantage of the 

abatements.  He doesn’t want to discuss the merits on one point or the other; he wants to point out 

that he had wonderful conversations with the neighbors of these last two properties that were 

developed who indicated that they were extremely excited to move to Olmsted Falls because they 

have children and grandchildren in the community, and they really wanted to continue being as close 

as possible.  He wanted to point that out to people who may be curious about some of the people 

taking advantage of the abatements right now.   

 

Councilwoman-at-Large, Jennifer Jansen – No Report 

 

Councilman Cornel Munteanu, Ward II – No Report  

 

Council President Paul Stibich  

Mr. Stibich stated that the reduction in the number of residents in the census is a little concerning 

along with what affect it will have on the city’s revenues and our ability to provide services. The 

financials, especially the cash balance, are doing well. As the finance director mentioned there will be 

three budget meetings in November and then a 4th in December, if necessary.  

 

Andrew Bemer, Law Director – No Report  

 

Old Business  

 

Ordinance 10-2021 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE WAGES, BENEFITS AND OTHER 

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT FOR NON-UNION EMPLOYEES  Tabled on Third 

Reading (03/09/21) 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to remove from table; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.  Mr. Munteanu moved to amend by substitution with Ordinance 10-2021 

(AMENDED); Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Munteanu 

moved to adopt; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  
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Ordinance 50-2021 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1274.03(a)(2)(A)(1)(b) OF THE OLMSTED 

FALLS CODIFIED ORDINANCES ENTITLED “FENCES” AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY   Tabled on Third Reading (10/12/21) 

 

Remained on Table 

 

Mr. Stibich indicated that the Planning and Zoning Commission will again review the Ordinance on 

November 3, 2021.  

 

Ordinance 53-2021 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO THE FIFTH 

AMENDMENT TO THE AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITIES OF OLMSTED 

FALLS AND STRONGSVILLE FOR REGIONAL DISPATCH SERVICES IN THE 

SOUTHWEST AREAS, FOR 2022, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

New Business  

 

Resolution 54-2021 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF H.B. NO. 361 TO PROVIDE FOR NEW 

REQUIREMENTS AND INCREASED PENALITIES FOR BLOCKED RAILROAD 

CROSSINGS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Resolution 55-2021 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH 

BURGESS AMBULANCE SALES, INC. UNDER THE STATE PURCHASING 

CONTRACT PROGRAM FOR THE PURCHASE OF AN AMBULANCE AND RELATED 

EQUIPMENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  
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Miscellaneous New Business - None 

 

 

 

Such other business that may come before Council - None 

 

 
Mr. Munteanu moved to adjourn; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.  

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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